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Transfiguration of Our Lord  

February 19th  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Acknowledgement of Country 

 

The Lutheran Church of Australia acknowledges God the Father, creator of all, who in His 
sovereignty entrusted the care and protection of the land on which the church members 
worship to the Traditional Custodians of this nation. The church recognises the continuing 
connection that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have to the land, sea, sky and 
waterways. They pay their respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
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Prayers from the Lutheran  

• Those who advocate for the welfare of 

others and human rights advances, of 

the World Day of Social Justice (Sun 

19th) 

• ALC’s 2023 Festival of Learning, which 

starts on Feb 21st, that it is well 

supported and of benefit to the LCANZ 

and Christian Community 

• Those who work to preserve languages 

and use them to share the gospel, on 

UN International Mother Language Day 

(Tues 21st) 

• Pastor Paul Kerber who is serving SA’s 

Tanunda congregations in an interim 

capacity on behalf of the SA-NT 

District 

• The attendees, leaders and organisers 

of The Gathering camp for 18 to 30 

year olds, which starts at Luther 

Heights Coolum Qld on (Thurs 23rd) 

• Members of the LCANZ’s General 

Church Board which is scheduled to 

meet on Fri 24th  

• Pastor Colin Simpkin and the members 

of Bethlehem Bendigo Vic, where he is 

to be installed Sun 26th  

 

Lent 

 

 

Ash Wednesday is Wednesday February 

22nd and a Service with Holy Communion 

will be held at 7:00pm.  

LTM Lenten Devotional 

Lutheran Tract Mission has just completed 
its devotional for the LCA for 2023, entitled 
‘Beyond Love’. Suitable for individuals, 
churches, aged care facilities and schools, it 

is available to download here. 

Parish/Trinity AGMs 

The Parish and Trinity AGMs will be 

held after the 9:00am service at Trinity 

this Sunday. The Book of Reports has 

been emailed so you would have time to 

read it before the meeting.  

 

Alternative Sunday 

Services 

 

• Radio 89.1 FM Sundays at 9:00am a 
service recorded by Pastor Greg is 
broadcast. Access this at the same 
time on Cairns FM 89.1 on your 
devices. 

 
 

Containers for Change 

 
 
Collect small drink containers and bring 
them to church where two tubs are 
provided for collection.   Alternatively, 
take them directly to a collection point.  

Our code is: C10162743 

https://lutheranchurchofaustralia.cmail20.com/t/t-l-fitidud-pujhkhjii-jl/


Brussels Sprouts are Good for you…but I Still Won’t Eat 
Them! 

by David Schmidt 

 

My mum loves Brussels Sprouts. I don’t know why! But I do know that there’s a very 

good reason why they’re called the most hated of all vegetables.  

But.  

Apparently, they’re good for you. Apparently, they’re filled with vitamin C, vitamin K, 

carotenoids and fibre! And apparently, they even have some anti-cancer benefits. 

Supposedly. But what would Harvard University know? (Source: School of Public 

Health, Harvard University.) 

But. 

The reason why I hate Brussels Sprouts is that they just taste rubbish. There is a 

reason for that. Google says so! Brussels Sprouts are bitter because they contain a 

sulphur-containing phytochemical called glucosinolate. AKA Sulphur! According to 

the Bible, sulphur is associated with brimstone and brimstone is associated with 

divine retribution! 

That explains everything! 

So, you might be wondering why I am sharing my disdain for Brussels Sprouts. And I 

have to be honest, it has nothing to do with their association with divine retribution! 

The reason I share what I share, is that I have heard it said that if people would 

simply learn and understand ‘what I love about the church’, about our liturgy, about 

the way we do things, they will fall in love with it too. My disdain for Brussels 

Sprouts tells me that just because something is good for you, doesn’t mean that you 

will like it. That very thinking creates cognitive dissonance. 

Now don’t get me wrong. 

I love the church. I love to gather together with fellow believers. I value worship. I 

appreciate anything that draws me into a moment of awe about what God does for 

me; the acoustic resonance of the chanted liturgy in a big cathedral and the 

moments of silence in contemplative worship. And I appreciate the passion and 

energy of singing contemporary worship songs in a large group. 

But despite what I like, I have also learned that where I worship, when I worship and 

how I worship is not as important as who I worship. 



I was talking with someone recently who lamented the loss of liturgical worship in 

their church (and by that they meant the chanted liturgy) and the diminishing 

attendance of worship on Sunday mornings. And then they made the startling 

comment: ‘Young people are just not interested anymore’. 

Interesting. 

Research by McCrindle in Australia and Barna in the US, suggests that young people 

are actually more spiritual than the generation that went before them; it’s just that, 

by and large, they have disconnected from the way that their parents ‘do 

church’.  They see a disconnect between what they hear on a Sunday morning and 

what they encounter during the week.  So, to use the Brussels Sprouts analogy, it 

doesn’t matter how much you tell them how good Brussel Sprouts are for you, they 

may well and truly choose to eat Kale! For what it is worth, another ungodly 

vegetable! 

So, what can we learn? 

We need to do cultural exegesis! We need to understand the heart language of 

those we care about. We need to learn to speak their language! That might even 

mean that we need to give up our Brussels Sprouts. Or we might even have to avoid 

Kale. 

As followers of Jesus, who himself did whatever was necessary to engage with, be 

heard and understood by the local culture, we can be confident that what Jesus has 

done on the cross is more than provide a free pass to heaven; what Jesus has done 

on the cross provides the power to remove a person’s self-loathing (often 

exacerbated by social media), and anxiety (about past failures or future 

possibilities), and learn to find ways to engage with and impact how community 

happens in the world! 

For reflection: 

• What do you really think about Brussels Sprouts and why? 

• Do you have ‘Brussels Sprouts’ thinking happening in your church? 

• If you were to engage with people who don’t currently gather in your faith 

community, what would need to change? 

• How might your understanding of what Jesus has done for you empower you 

to find ways to connect with ‘Kale’ moments with others? 

 

 

 



 

General Synod News 

 

Box Hill Ordination Proposal Lost 

The General Synod of the Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand (LCANZ) did not 

pass a proposal to change the teaching of the church which would have permitted the 

ordination of both men and women. 

The proposal brought before General Synod by the St Pauls Box Hill congregation, Victoria, 

required a two-thirds majority of registered delegates in order to be passed. 

203 delegates voted in favour of the proposal; 136 voted against it; and 3 delegates 

abstained. 229 votes were needed for the motion to be passed. 

Read more here: 

https://www.lca.org.au/box-hill-ordination-proposal-lost/ 

LCANZ to Explore One Church; Two Practices of Ordination 

Delegates at the General Synod of the Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand 

(LCANZ), meeting in Melbourne, directed the church’s General Church Board and the 

College of Bishops to explore the theological, constitutional and governance issues 

involved in establishing ‘one church with two different practices of ordination’. 

Synod directed that work be done to outline how one church with two ordination practices 

might function, such as one or more existing LCANZ districts becoming districts that teach 

and practice the ordination of both women and men to the office of the public ministry, or 

by establishing a non-geographical LCANZ ‘district’ that does so. 

Read more: https://www.lca.org.au/lcanz-to-explore-two-practices-of-ordination/ 

Churchwide Office to Address $1.5m Annual Deficit 

GCB Member Mel Zerner informed General Synod delegates that the church’s headquarters 

in North Adelaide is operating with an annual shortfall of approximately $1.5m. While the 

deficit can be addressed in the short term by drawing on reserves, ‘naturally, this position 

is not sustainable’, Mr Zerner said. 

More here:  
https://www.generalsynod.lca.org.au/2023/02/11/churchwide-office-to-address-1-5m-
annual-deficit/ 
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Bible League Hope Behind Bars campaign... 

92.3 FM (Tableland Christian Radio) is again partnering with Bible League Australia for the 

annual Hope Behind Bars campaign. For just $15 per Bible, you can help to provide 4,000 

Bibles for Australian prisoners who are desperate to find hope - the kind of hope that only 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ can give. 

 

- In Australia more than 40,000 prisoners are in custody 

- First Nations people are 3% of the Australian population but 31% of the Australian prison 

population 

- Men account for 93% of the prison population in Australia 

- In addition to prisons, there are over 130,000 people in the correctional system in 

Australia 

 

Give online today or phone 1800 800 937 

https://bl.org.au/content/bringing-hope-behind-bars-2023/gkb9rc?locale=en-AU 

https://923.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Open:  Tues to Fri 10:00am to 4:00pm     Sat 10:00am to 12:00pm 
 

https://bl.org.au/content/bringing-hope-behind-bars-2023/gkb9rc?locale=en-AU
https://923.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lutheranchurchofaustralia.cmail20.com/t/t-l-fitidud-pujhkhjii-jr/
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Rosters  

Please arrange a swap if you cannot help on your allocated day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Calendar  
 
Sun 19th  9:00am 

10:15am 
Service with Holy Communion 

Parish and Trinity Annual General 
Meetings 

Trinity 

Trinity 

Mon 20th  9:30am Women’s Bible Study Trinity 

Wed 22nd  7:00pm Ash Wednesday Service with Holy 
Communion 

Trinity 

Sun 26th  8:00am 
9:30am 
11:00am 

Service of the Word 
NO SERVICE AT PEACE COLLEGE 
Service with Holy Communion 

Trinity 
 
Our Saviour 

Tues 28th  5:00pm Pastoral Assistant’s Meeting Trinity 

Fri March 3rd   World Day of Prayer St John’s Anglican 

Sun 5th  8:00am 
10:00am 
11:00am 

Service with Holy Communion 
Service with Holy Communion 
Service of the Word led by Michael Fraser 

Trinity 
Trinity 
Our Saviour 

Mon 6th  5:30pm Church Council Meeting Trinity  

Wed 8th  5:00pm Pastor David Schmidt/Trevor Ruthenberg 
meeting with Call Committee 

Trinity 

 
 
 Contact Details for Pastor and Pastoral Assistants 

  
February 19th 

 
February 26th  

 
March 5th  

 
March 12th  

Lesson 
Reader 

Audrey Gardiner Bernie MacKenzie Elaine Krenske Jade Lee 

Ushers B & M Weidner R & E Krenske R & E Krenske G Wiencke 

Powerpoint R Krenske E Krenske B Weidner Richard Lehmann 

Church 
Cleaning 

Maggie Smid & Michael 
Fraser 

 Anita Moran   

Mowing M Henselheit/M Fraser M Henselheit/M Fraser R Lehmann/ 
A Schelberg 

R Lehmann/ 
A Schelberg 



Pastor Greg       0447 782 969               Pastor Aldal Wagim         4093 9317  

Martin Klink                       0412 396 541   Raelene Ricketts              0417 747 345  

Michael Fraser                  0487 582 994   Nicky Williams  0423 652 728  

Elaine Krenske                  0402 328 077                              David Spanagel  0419 023 114 


